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The Wood of the Cross

A walk through the wood, let nature unfold

And find in the trees a story untold,

To touch the rough bark, look up at the leaves,

A cross in the roots and the trunk of the trees,

A cross to be hewn from the heart of the wood.

As men came to destroy it and for all that it stood,
The screaming of saws, flat bracken around,

The crying of birds as they rise at the sound

Of the noise of the crash as the tree hits the ground
And the groaning of wood as it's twisted and turned.

If we walk through the trees and see it again

We can touch the old wood and feel the old pain.

The pain of the cross — it's rough and it's dark
Branches hang helpless with nails in the bark.

In the stump of the trunk and the bracken now curled
Lies the cost of the cross for the love of the world.

Let's go to the woods and see the young trees,

The life that now springs from the heart of the wood
And dances and sings and sways in the breeze

With life in its green and love understood,

As the figure who hangs on the cross of the wood
Lifts his hands to the air and his feet on the bark,

His body uplifted, held tight to the wood,

His eyes on his father, his feet on the ground,

To carry the pain of his friends all around.

The cross of the wood, its purpose bequn —

To glorify God, Father, Spirit and Son —

Still grows in the woods in the pain and the bark,
Its feet in the soil and today in its heart.

Above us the braches, the leaves on the tree,

For healing and growing, new life we can see,
For heaven and earth united in praise,

The pain of the bark and the joy of the leaves.

Peter Ashton
14 November 2024
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